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Efforts to deceive are a top concern among state election officials 


Visuals regarding election security planning are set up during a panel about elections during 
the summer meeting of the National Association of Secretaries of State, Tuesday, July 11, 2023, in 
Washington 
Associated Press 
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By CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Efforts to deceive the public about 
voting and elections remain a top concern for state 
election officials as they dig into preparations for the 
2024 election. 
Misinformation and the emergence of generative 
artificial intelligence tools to create false and misleading 
content were cited in interviews with several secretaries 
of state gathered recently for their national conference. 
Other top concerns were staffing and the loss of 
experienced leaders overseeing elections at the local 
level. The officials were gathered in Washington for the 
annual summer conference of the National Association 
of Secretaries of State. 
“The cliché here is true,” said Minnesota Secretary of 
State Steve Simon, a Democrat. “You hope for the best, 
but plan for the worst. So, we’re planning for the worst, 
which is that multiple communications channels will be 
filled with false and misleading information.” 
State election officials in Michigan and Colorado said 
they were particularly concerned about the rise of 
AI and the implications of it being misused by foreign 
adversaries seeking to meddle in U.S. elections. They 
pointed to altered videos, known as deepfakes, that rely 
on facial mapping and AI to make it appear that real 
people are saying things they never said. 


Continued on Page 3 
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FBI opens criminal investigations into violent L.A. County deputy 
encounters 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
FBI has opened criminal 
investigations into violent 
encounters involving Los 
Angeles 
County 
sheriff’s 
deputies, including one in 
which a deputy punched a 
woman in the face as she 
held her baby. 
Federal authorities visited 
the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department head- 
quarters to take documents 


related to the probes, ac- 
cording to an email ob- 
tained by the newspaper, 
the Los Angeles Times re- 
ported Saturday. 
Department officials con- 
firmed the visit and told the 
newspaper they planned 
to cooperate with investi- 
gators. 
The second case being 
scrutinized by the FBI in- 
volves a deputy who threw 


a woman to the ground by 
her neck last month in a 
grocery store parking lot af- 
ter she started recording an 
arrest with her cellphone. 
In addition to the federal 
investigations, the Califor- 
nia Department of Justice 
has agreed to review the 
case of 18-year-old Andres 
Guardado, who was shot in 
the back three years ago 
by a sheriff’s deputy in the 


city of Gardena, south of 
Los Angeles, the email said. 
An FBI spokesperson would 
not confirm that agents 
were conducting a crimi- 
nal investigation into either 
incident. 
The internal county email 
obtained by the news- 
paper said that “federal 
criminal investigations have 
been 
opened 
concern- 
ing the recent incidents” in 
Palmdale and Lancaster, 
north of Los Angeles. 
The 
Palmdale 
case 
in- 
volved a July 2022 traffic 
stop but did not become 
public until this week, when 
Sheriff Robert Luna called 
a news conference to re- 
lease body camera foot- 
age and announce that 
the deputy involved had 
been relieved of duty. 
The 
eight-minute 
video 
was taken during the traffic 
stop after Palmdale depu- 
ties spotted a vehicle be- 
ing driven at night without 
any headlights. When they 
pulled it over, the deputies 
smelled alcohol and saw 
four women inside, three 
of them with babies in their 
arms rather than in car 
seats, authorities said. 
The deputies began to ar- 


rest the women on suspi- 
cion of felony child endan- 
germent, and used force 
on two of the women when 
they resisted giving up their 
babies. The bulk of the vid- 
eo shows a tense conver- 
sation between a group of 
deputies and one woman 
who clutches her baby 
while sitting cross-legged 
on the ground. The depu- 
ties are heard saying that 
the woman was riding in 
a car driven by someone 
without a valid license, and 
that her baby was not in a 
car seat. 
After several minutes of 
back-and-forth, 
deputies 
pry the woman’s hands 
apart, 
and 
she 
begins 
screaming as the child is 
removed from her arms. 
Nearby, another woman 
holding a baby begins 
screaming and cursing at 
officers before deputies an- 
nounce they plan to arrest 
her too. 
As at least two deputies 
hold the woman by her 
wrists and arms, a third 
male deputy can be seen 
throwing two punches to- 
ward her head while she is 
still holding her baby.q 


In this image taken from police body camera provided by Los 
Angeles Sheriff’s office on June 24, 2023, a Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested a couple in a grocery store parking lot in Lancaster, 
Calif. 
Associated Press 
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Continued from Front 


Colorado 
Secretary 
of 
State Jena Griswold said 
she convened a working 
group in her office to game 
out potential risks, after a 
2020 presidential election 
that was marred by false 
claims and attacks on vot- 
ing. Michigan Secretary of 
State Jocelyn Benson said 
state and federal regula- 
tions requiring disclosures of 
AI-generated content are 
needed along with boost- 
ing public awareness. 
“We can’t necessarily put 
the genie back in the bot- 
tle, but we can educate 
citizens about how to re- 
ceive 
that 
information,” 
said Benson, a Democrat. 
“And it becomes much 
easier if there are disclaim- 
ers alongside it that says, 
hey, this is fake.” 
Some state election offi- 
cials said they would not be 
deterred by a recent court 
order by a federal judge in 
Louisiana that limited feder- 
al agencies when it comes 
to contacting social media 
companies about content 
deemed false or deceptive 
with a few exceptions. On 
Friday, an appeals court 
temporarily paused the or- 
der. 
“The injunction doesn’t ap- 
ply to state officials, so I’m 


going to keep talking to 
whoever the hell I want to 
talk to,” said Arizona Secre- 
tary of State Adrian Fontes, 
a Democrat. “If you know 
somebody is out there lying 
and it hurts voters, they’re 
literally telling voters the 
wrong day or the wrong 
places to vote, literally giv- 
ing them bad information 
on purpose, you should be 
able to shut that down be- 
cause that’s interfering with 
the voter’s right to vote.” 
Ohio Secretary of State 
Frank LaRose and others 
pointed to various ways of 
combating misinformation 


that don’t involve commu- 
nicating with social media 
companies. LaRose, a Re- 
publican, mentioned one 
instance in which his staff 
took a social media post 
that was spreading misin- 
formation, added a “false” 
label across it and repost- 
ed it while contacting local 
news to ensure they were 
aware the original post was 
not true. 
“We’ve worked to active- 
ly combat false informa- 
tion, but the way we do 
it is by spreading copious 
amounts of truth,” LaRose 
said. 


West Virginia Secretary of 
State Mac Warner, a Re- 
publican, praised the fed- 
eral court ruling and said 
he was more concerned 
about the federal govern- 
ment being the one to 
spread false information. 
He said he is supportive of 
efforts by House Republi- 
cans to investigate federal 
agencies over their activi- 
ties before the 2020 presi- 
dential election. 
“I think this is the big story 
going and it far outweighs 
all this other stuff that we’re 
talking about here at this 
conference with regards 
to cybersecurity and, you 
know, trusted sources, and 
on and on,” Warner said. 
“The federal government 
shouldn’t be in there tell- 
ing Americans what they 
can and can’t hear, see, 
believe, Google, that sort 
of thing. So hopefully we’re 
gonna get it straightened 
out.” 
Chris Krebs, the former di- 
rector of the U.S. Cyberse- 
curity Infrastructure Security 
Agency during the Trump 
administration, has defend- 
ed the work his agency did 
in 2020. In a social media 
post after the court order, 
Krebs said his agency only 
connected state and local 
election officials with social 
media companies and did 


not filter or review any con- 
tent. 
Officials 
in 
Pennsylvania 
and Kentucky both cited 
staffing as a concern. In 
Pennsylvania, 
there 
has 
been considerable turn- 
over among those over- 
seeing local elections, driv- 
en largely by retirements 
and increased stress. Al 
Schmidt, a Republican ap- 
pointed as Pennsylvania’s 
chief election official, said 
the risks are many and the 
margin for error is small. 
“The most dangerous thing 
is when you lose experi- 
enced election workers, 
you lose institutional mem- 
ory, you lose all that experi- 
ence, and it’s replaced by 
people who are less experi- 
enced and who are more 
likely to make a mistake 
— and to make a mistake 
in an environment where 
every mistake is being per- 
ceived as being deliberate 
or malicious,” he said. 
The 
multi-day 
confer- 
ence was the first since 
several 
Republicans 
an- 
nounced plans earlier this 
year to leave a bipartisan 
effort aimed at improv- 
ing the accuracy of voter 
lists and identifying fraud, 
prompting 
consternation 
from 
their 
Democratic 
counterparts.q 


Jocelyn Benson, Michigan’s Secretary of State, right, attends 
a panel about elections during the summer meeting of the 
National Association of Secretaries of State, Tuesday, July 11, 
2023, in Washington. 
Associated Press 


Teamsters president asked the White House not to intervene if UPS 
workers go on strike 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The head 
of the Teamsters said Sun- 
day that he has asked the 
White House not to inter- 
vene if unionized UPS work- 
ers end up going on strike. 
Negotiations between the 
delivery company and the 
union representing 340,000 
of its workers have been at 
a standstill for more than a 
week with a July 31 dead- 
line for a new contract ap- 
proaching fast. 
The 
union 
has 
threat- 
ened a strike if a deal is 
not reached by the time 
the 
collective 
bargain- 
ing 
agreement 
expires. 
Asked during a webcast 
with members Sunday on 
whether the White House 


could force a contract on 
the union, Teamsters Presi- 
dent Sean O’Brien said he 
has asked the White House 
on numerous occasions to 
stay away. 
“My neighborhood where 
I grew up in Boston, if two 
people had a disagree- 
ment and you had nothing 
to do with it – you just kept 
walking,” O’Brien said. 
“We don’t need anybody 
getting 
involved 
in 
this 
fight,” he said. 
The 
Teamsters 
represent 
more than half of the Atlan- 
ta-based company’s work- 
force in the largest private- 
sector contract in North 
America. If a strike does 
happen, it would be the 
first since a 15-day walkout 
by 185,000 workers crippled 
the company a quarter 


century ago. 
Before contract talks broke 
down, 
both 
sides 
had 
reached tentative agree- 
ments on several issues, 
including installing air con- 
ditioning in more trucks 
and getting rid of a two- 
tier wage system for drivers 
who work weekends and 
earn less money. A stick- 
ing point in negotiations is 
wage increases for part- 
time workers, who make a 
minimum of $16.20 an hour, 
according to UPS. 
Last week, UPS said it will 
temporarily begin training 
nonunion employees in the 
U.S. to step in should there 
be a strike.q 


President Joe Biden, center left, talks with Teamsters union 
President Sean O’Brien, facing, after he spoke about 
strengthening the supply chain with improvements in the 
trucking industry, April 4, 2022, on the South Lawn of the White 
House in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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California’s Death Valley sizzles as brutal heat wave continues 


By SETH BORENSTEIN and 
ADAM BEAM 
Associated Press 
Long the hottest place on 
Earth, Death Valley put a 
sizzling exclamation point 
Sunday on a record warm 
summer that is baking near- 
ly the entire globe by flirting 
with some of the hottest 
temperatures ever record- 
ed, meteorologists said. 
Temperatures 
in 
Death 
Valley, which runs along 
part of central California’s 
border with Nevada, were 
forecast to reach 128 de- 
grees (53.33 degrees Cel- 
sius) on Sunday at the aptly 
named Furnace Creek, the 
National Weather Service 
said. 
The hottest temperature 
ever record was 134 de- 
grees (56.67 degrees Cel- 
sius) in July 1913 at Furnace 
Creek, said Randy Ceverny 
of the World Meteorologi- 
cal Organization, the body 
recognized as keeper of 
world records. Tempera- 
tures at or above 130 de- 
grees (54.44 degrees Cel- 
sius) have only been re- 
corded on Earth a handful 
of times, mostly in Death 
Valley. 
“With global warming, such 
temperatures are becom- 
ing more and more likely to 
occur,” Ceverny, the World 
Meteorological Organiza- 


tion’s records coordinator, 
said in an email. “Long- 
term: Global warming is 
causing higher and more 
frequent temperature ex- 
tremes. Short-term: This par- 
ticular weekend is being 
driven by a very very strong 
upper level ridge of high 
pressure over the Western 
U.S.” 
On Sunday in Death Valley, 
meteorologists were track- 
ing high clouds in the area 
that could keep tempera- 
tures in check. 
“The all-time record seems 
fairly safe today,” said Matt 
Woods, 
a 
meteorologist 
with the National Weather 
Service’s Las Vegas office, 
which monitors Death Val- 
ley. 
The heat wave is just one 
part of the extreme weath- 
er hitting the U.S. over the 


weekend. 
Four 
people 
died in Pennsylvania on 
Saturday when heavy rains 
caused a sudden flash 
flood that swept away mul- 
tiple cars. Three other peo- 
ple, including a 9-month- 
old boy and a 2-year-old 
girl, remained missing. In 
Vermont, authorities were 
concerned 
about 
land- 
slides as rain continued af- 
ter days of flooding. 
Death Valley’s brutal tem- 
peratures come amid a 
blistering stretch of hot 
weather 
that 
has 
put 
roughly one-third of Ameri- 
cans under some type of 
heat advisory, watch or 
warning. Las Vegas also 
faced the possibility of 
reaching an all-time record 
temperature on Sunday, 
while residents from Sacra- 
mento to Phoenix grappled 


with triple-digit days and 
little nighttime relief. 
Heat records are being 
shattered all over the U.S. 
South, from California to 
Florida. But it’s far more 
than that. It’s worldwide 
with devastating heat hit- 
ting Europe, along with 
dramatic floods in the U.S. 
Northeast, 
India, 
Japan 
and China. 
For nearly all of July, the 
world has been in unchart- 
ed hot territory, according 
to the University of Maine’s 
Climate Reanalyzer. 
June was also the hottest 
June on record, according 
to several weather agen- 
cies. Scientists say there is a 
decent chance that 2023 
will go down as the hottest 
year on record, with mea- 
surements going back to 
the middle of the 19th cen- 
tury. 
Death Valley dominates 
global heat records. In the 
valley, it’s not only hot, it 
stays brutally warm. 
Some meteorologists have 
disputed 
how 
accurate 
Death Valley’s 110-year-old 
hot-temperature 
record 
is, with weather historian 
Christopher Burt disputing 
it for several reasons, which 
he laid out in a blog post a 
few years ago. 
The two hottest tempera- 
tures on record are the 134 


in 1913 in Death Valley and 
131 degrees (55 degrees 
Celsius) in Tunisia in July 
1931. Burt, a weather histo- 
rian for The Weather Com- 
pany, finds fault with both 
of 
those 
measurements 
and lists 130 degrees in July 
2021 in Death Valley as his 
hottest recorded tempera- 
ture on Earth. 
“130 degrees is very rare if 
not unique,” Burt said. 
In July 2021 and August 
2020, 
Death 
Valley 
re- 
corded a reading of 130 
degrees (54.4 degrees Cel- 
sius), but both are still await- 
ing confirmation. Scientists 
have found no problems 
so far, but they haven’t fin- 
ished the analysis, NOAA 
climate analysis chief Russ 
Vose said. 
There are other places simi- 
lar to Death Valley that may 
be as hot, such as Iran’s Lut 
Desert, but like Death Val- 
ley are uninhabited so no 
one measures there, Burt 
said. The difference was 
someone decided to put 
an official weather station 
in Death Valley in 1911, he 
said. 
A combination of long-term 
human-caused 
climate 
change from the burning 
of coal, oil and natural gas 
is making the world hotter 
by the decade, with ups 
and downs year by year.q 


A man walks on a pathway Tuesday, July 11, 2023, in Death 
Valley National Park, Calif. 
Associated Press 


Earthquake off the Alaska coast triggers brief tsunami advisory, 
sending some residents to shelters 


By The Associated Press 
A 7.2 magnitude earth- 
quake triggered a brief tsu- 
nami advisory for southern 
Alaska late Saturday, but 
the advisory was canceled 
about an hour later, moni- 
toring bodies reported. 
The earthquake was felt 
widely throughout the Aleu- 
tian Islands, the Alaskan 
Peninsula and Cook Inlet 
regions, according to the 
Alaska Earthquake Center. 
In Kodiak, Alaska, sirens 
warned of a possible tsuna- 
mi and sent people driving 
to shelters late at night, ac- 
cording to video posted to 
social media. 
The United States Geologi- 
cal Survey wrote in a social 


media post that the earth- 
quake occurred 106 kilo- 
meters (65.8 miles) south of 
Sand Point, Alaska, at 10:48 
p.m. Saturday. The quake 
initially was reported as 7.4 
magnitude but downgrad- 
ed to 7.2 soon after. 
The U.S. National Weather 
Service sent a tsunami ad- 
visory saying the quake 
occurred at a depth of 13 
miles (21 kilometers). The 
agency cancelled the ad- 
visory about an hour after 
the first alert. 
Before the cancellation, 
the National Weather Ser- 
vice in Anchorage, Alaska, 
tweeted that the tsunami 
advisory applied to coastal 
Alaska from Chignik Bay to 


Unimak Pass, but Kodiak Is- 
land and the Kenai Penin- 
sula were not expected to 
be impacted. 
The 
Hawaii 
Emergency 


Management Agency said 
shortly after the tsunami 
warning 
went 
out 
that 
there was no threat to the 
islands. 


There were an estimated 
eight aftershocks in the 
same area of Alaska, in- 
cluding one measuring 5.0 
magnitude 
within 
three 
minutes 
of 
the 
original 
earthquake, 
KTUU-TV 
re- 
ported. 
Residents were advised not 
to reoccupy hazard zones 
without clearance from lo- 
cal 
emergency 
officials, 
KTUU reported. 
Small sea level changes 
were still possible, KTUU re- 
ported. 
Alaska experiences thou- 
sands of earthquakes each 
year, most of which are too 
deep and too small to be 
felt.q 


This file photo provided by Andy Varner, city administrator for 
Sand Point, Alaska, shows the city’s harbor on June 7, 2016. 
Associated Press 
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EU and Tunisia announce progress in building 
economic and trade ties 


TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) — Eu- 
ropean leaders and Tuni- 
sia’s president announced 
progress on Sunday in the 
building of hoped-for clos- 
er economic and trade 
relations and on measures 
to combat the often le- 
thal smuggling of migrants 
across the Mediterranean 
Sea. 
The leaders of Italy, the 
Netherlands and the Euro- 
pean Commission made 
their second visit to Tunis in 
just over a month. They ex- 
pressed hope that a mem- 
orandum newly signed with 
Tunisia during the trip would 
pave the way for a com- 
prehensive partnership. 
On their last visit in June, the 
leaders held out the prom- 
ise of more than 1 billion 
euros ($1.1 billion) in finan- 
cial aid to rescue Tunisia’s 
teetering economy and 
better police its borders, in 
an effort to restore stability 
to the North African coun- 
try and to stem migration 
from its shores to Europe. 
This time, European Com- 
mission President Ursula von 


der Leyen, Italian Premier 
Giorgia Meloni and Dutch 
Prime Minister Mark Rutte 
didn’t detail the full mon- 
etary value of EU aid on of- 
fer to Tunisia, in statements 
they made after talks with 
Tunisian 
President 
Kais 
Saied. 
But von der Leyen said the 
latest trip secured agree- 
ment on “a comprehensive 
package of measures that 


we will now put into prac- 
tice swiftly.” 
Saied, speaking through 
a interpreter, said that he 
expects the memorandum 
to be followed by “a set 
of binding agreements” — 
suggesting more negotiat- 
ing work ahead. 
Tunisia intends to imple- 
ment the memorandum “in 
the nearest time possible,” 
he said. 


Specific aid that von der 
Leyen announced includ- 
ed a 10-million euro ($11 
million) program to boost 
exchanges of students and 
65 million euros ($73 million) 
in EU funding to modernize 
Tunisian schools. 
On migration, Von der Ley- 
en said: “We need an ef- 
fective cooperation more 
than ever.” 
The EU will work with Tuni- 
sia on an anti-smuggling 
partnership, will increase 
coordination 
in 
search 
and rescue operations and 
both sides also agreed to 
cooperate on border man- 
agement, she said. Von 
der Leyen pledged 100 mil- 
lion euros ($112 million) for 
those efforts — a figure she 
had already announced 
on the leaders’ previous 
visit. 
Tunisia has faced an inter- 
national outcry over the 
plight of hundreds of mi- 
grants who were deported 
to inhospitable desert ar- 
eas on the Libya and Alge- 
ria borders.q 


In this photo provided by the Tunisian Presidency, Tunisian 
President Kais Saied, left, shakes hand with European 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen at the presidential 
palace in Carthage, Tunisia, Sunday, July 16, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Iran’s morality police return after protests in a new 
campaign to impose Islamic dress on women 


DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — Iranian authori- 
ties on Sunday announced 
a new campaign to force 
women to wear the Islamic 
headscarf and morality po- 
lice returned to the streets 
10 months after the death 
of a woman in their cus- 
tody sparked nationwide 
protests. 
The morality police had 
largely pulled back follow- 
ing the death of 22-year- 
old Mahsa Amini last Sep- 
tember, 
as 
authorities 
struggled to contain mass 
protests calling for the over- 
throw of the theocracy that 
has ruled Iran for over four 
decades. 
The protests largely died 
down earlier this year fol- 
lowing a heavy crackdown 
in which over 500 protest- 
ers were killed and nearly 
20,000 detained. But many 
women continued to flout 
the official dress code, es- 


pecially in the capital, Teh- 
ran, and other cities. 
The morality police were 
only rarely seen patrolling 
the streets, and in Decem- 
ber, there were even some 
reports — later denied — 
that they had been dis- 
banded. 
Authorities insisted through- 
out the crisis that the rules 


had not changed. Iran’s 
clerical rulers view the hijab 
as a key pillar of the Islam- 
ic revolution that brought 
them to power, and consid- 
er more casual dress a sign 
of Western decadence. 
On Sunday, Gen. Saeed 
Montazerolmahdi, a police 
spokesman, said the mo- 
rality police would resume 


notifying and then detain- 
ing women not wearing 
hijab in public. In Tehran, 
the men and women of the 
morality police could be 
seen patrolling the streets 
in marked vans. 
Late Saturday, police ar- 
rested Mohammed Sade- 
ghi, a young and relatively 
unknown actor, in a raid on 
his home that he appears 
to have broadcast on so- 
cial media. Earlier, he had 
posted a video in response 
to another online video 
showing a woman being 
detained by the morality 
police. “Believe me, if I see 
such a scene, I might com- 
mit murder,” he said. 
The website of the semi-offi- 
cial Hamshahri daily, which 
is affiliated with the Tehran 
municipality, said he was 
arrested for encouraging 
people to use weapons 
against the police.q 


Iranian women make their way along a sidewalk in downtown 
Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, April 26, 2016. 
Associated Press 
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Putin says Russia has ‘sufficient stockpile’ of cluster bombs 


By ELISE MORTON and FE- 
LIPE DANA 
Associated Press 
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Pu- 
tin said in an interview pub- 
lished Sunday that Moscow 
has a “sufficient stockpile” 
of cluster munitions, and 
warned that Russia “re- 
serves the right to take re- 
ciprocal action” if Ukraine 
uses 
the 
controversial 
weapons. 
In his first comments on the 
delivery of cluster muni- 
tions to Ukraine from the 
U.S., Putin said that Russia 
hasn’t used cluster bombs 
in the war with Ukraine so 
far. But the use of cluster 
bombs by both Russia and 
Ukraine has been widely 
documented, including by 
The Associated Press and 
international humanitarian 
organizations, and cluster 
rounds have been found 
in the aftermath of Russian 
strikes. 
“Until now, we have not 
done this, we have not 
used it, and we have not 
had such a need,” he said. 
Rossiya TV reporter Pavel 
Zarubin published excerpts 
of the interview to his Tele- 
gram channel Sunday be- 
fore a scheduled broad- 
cast on Sunday night. 
The Pentagon said Thursday 


that cluster munitions pro- 
vided by the United States 
had arrived in Ukraine. 
The munitions, which are 
bombs that open in the 
air and release scores of 
smaller bomblets, are seen 
by the U.S. as a way to get 
Kyiv critically needed am- 
munition to help bolster its 
offensive and push through 
Russian front lines. U.S. lead- 
ers debated the thorny is- 
sue for months, before Pres- 
ident Joe Biden made the 
final decision last week. 
Cluster bombs have long 
been criticized by humani- 
tarian groups, and some 


U.S. allies, because those 
used in previous conflicts 
have had a high “dud 
rate,” meaning that they 
often leave behind unex- 
ploded bomblets that can 
harm civilians long after a 
battle has ended. 
Proponents argue that Rus- 
sia has already been using 
cluster munitions in Ukraine 
and that the weapons the 
U.S. is providing have been 
improved to leave be- 
hind far fewer unexploded 
rounds. Ukraine has prom- 
ised to use them only away 
from densely populated ar- 
eas. 


The Ukrainian military said 
in a regular update on Sun- 
day morning that over the 
previous 24 hours, Russia 
had launched two Iranian- 
made Shahed exploding 
drones, two cruise mis- 
siles and two anti-aircraft 
guided missiles, in addition 
to 40 airstrikes and 46 at- 
tacks from multiple rocket 
launchers. 
The Ukrainian General Staff 
wrote that Russia continues 
to concentrate on offen- 
sive operations in Ukraine’s 
industrial 
east. 
Donetsk 
regional 
Gov. 
Pavlo 
Kyrylenko said Sunday that 
two residents of the region 
were killed on Saturday, 
and one other person was 
wounded. 
The mayor of Kharkiv, Ihor 
Terekhov, said seven peo- 
ple were injured in a Rus- 
sian attack Sunday eve- 
ning on the city, Ukraine’s 
second-largest. 
Ukrainian Deputy Defense 
Minister Hanna Maliar said 
Sunday that fighting in east- 
ern Ukraine had “some- 
what intensified,” amid a 
slow 
counteroffensive 
in 
which Ukraine has made 
small territorial gains. 
Writing on Telegram, she 
said that Russia had been 
“actively attacking” in the 
direction of Kupiansk in the 


northeastern Kharkiv region 
for two consecutive days, 
and that Ukrainian forces 
were “on the defensive” in 
the area. 
“There are fierce battles, 
the positions of both sides 
change dynamically sever- 
al times a day,” she wrote. 
Maliar wrote that Ukrainian 
troops were trying to hold 
onto their positions on the 
northern flank around the 
destroyed city of Bakhmut, 
but reported that Ukraini- 
an forces were “advanc- 
ing daily” on the southern 
flank. Ukraine has been 
trying to encircle the city 
since losing control of it to 
Russia in May. 
Putin 
claimed 
that 
the 
Ukrainian counteroffensive 
had been futile, in another 
excerpt published by Zaru- 
bin. 
“All attempts by the enemy 
to break through our de- 
fenses ... they were unsuc- 
cessful during the entire of- 
fensive. The enemy is hav- 
ing no success!” Putin said. 
Elsewhere in the country, 
two boys, ages 8 and 10, 
were wounded when an 
explosive device left by 
Russian forces detonated in 
the southern region of Kher- 
son on Sunday, according 
to the Ukrainian Prosecutor 
General’s Office.q 


Police officers look at collected fragments of the Russian 
rockets, including cluster rounds, that hit Kharkiv, in Kharkiv, 
Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 3, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Israel’s Netanyahu is discharged from hospital after an overnight 
stay following a dizzy spell 


By TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — Is- 
raeli Prime Minister Benja- 
min Netanyahu was dis- 
charged on Sunday after 
an overnight hospital stay 
for check-ups and monitor- 
ing following a dizzy spell. 
Netanyahu, 73, was rushed 
to Sheba Medical Center 
on Saturday after feeling 
mild dizziness. His office 
said he had left the hos- 
pital around midday after 
stating earlier that his test 
results were normal and 
that he was feeling “very 
good.” 
The medical center said 
Netanyahu was in “ex- 
cellent” 
condition 
after 
a series of tests, includ- 
ing cardiovascular ones. It 


said doctors implanted a 
“subcutaneous Holter,” a 
monitoring device placed 
under his skin, to allow Ne- 
tanyahu’s medical team to 
keep a close watch on his 
heart activity. It declined to 
disclose additional details 
about the device, saying 
it was for “routine monitor- 
ing” and was a “custom- 
ary” step. 
Netanyahu’s 
office 
said 
he had spent the previous 
day at the Sea of Galilee, 
a popular vacation spot 
in northern Israel where 
temperatures climbed to 
about 40 degrees Celsius 
(104 degrees Fahrenheit) 
amid a stifling country-wide 
heat wave. After a series of 
tests, the initial assessment 
was that the veteran Israeli 


leader was dehydrated. 
After being hospitalized, 
Netanyahu 
released 
a 
video on social media last 
night. Smiling, he said that 


he had been out in the sun 
on Friday without wearing 
a hat and without water. 
“Not a good idea,” he said. 
Doctors ordered him to re- 


main in the hospital over- 
night for further observa- 
tion, and his weekly Cabi- 
net meeting was delayed 
by a day and rescheduled 
for Monday, his office said. 
Netanyahu is Israel’s lon- 
gest-serving 
leader. 
He 
has served multiple terms 
stretching over 15 years in 
office. His current far-right 
government, a collection 
of religious and ultranation- 
alist parties, took office last 
December. 
Netanyahu is said to be 
in generally good health, 
though he was briefly hos- 
pitalized last October af- 
ter feeling unwell during 
prayers on Yom Kippur, a 
day when observant Jews 
fast.q 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attends the weekly 
cabinet meeting in the prime minister’s office in Jerusalem, 
Sunday, June 25, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Ayo & Casibari: Aruba’s famous rock formations 


(Oranjestad)—The Ayo and 
Casibari Rock Formations 
are known locally as one 
of the crucial sites to have 
in your “off-road” trip itiner- 
ary. These naturally formed 
rock formations as just one 
of the few places on the is- 
land that hold a rich history 
of our culture and of our 
ancestors. 


Ayo 
The Ayo Rock Formation 
is located in the northern 
part of the island, right on 
the road that leads you to 


the Black Stone Beach, and 
close to the Natural Bridge. 
The Ayo is a fenced terrain 
that consists of several giant 
boulders, resting neatly on 
top of or side by side each 
other, 
adding 
gorgeous 
natural architecture to the 
surrounding “mondi”*. This 
is also one of the few sites 
to contain prehistoric mark- 
ings of our indigenous an- 
cestors. The Ayo Rock for- 
mation contains stairs that 
lead you to the top of the 
highest boulder, offering a 
breath-taking view of the 
Aruban backyard. The Ayo 


is usually quiet, as it is situ- 
ated farther away from the 
busier parts of the island. 
However, this is just anoth- 
er charm of the site: the 
quiet area and the refresh- 
ing breeze offer a sense of 
comfort and peace. 


Casibari 
Probably the busier rock 
formation site, the Casi- 
bari is situated more in the 
center of the island, much 
closer—and more acces- 
sible—to the general pub- 
lic. Just like Ayo, Casibari 
is a fenced area contain- 


ing several boulders that 
lay on top or lean on each 
other. The best aspect of 
the Casibari Rock Forma- 
tion is the accompanying 
view when you climb up 
the top of the round, flat 
bolder. For this position, you 
can see the majority of the 
island and the ocean in the 
south. Right in front of the 
entrance, there is the Casi- 
bari Café and Grill, a great 
place to get refreshments 
and snack before continu- 
ing your off-road adven- 
ture! 


Both sites are open free to 
the public, 24 hours a day. 
However, unless you are 
taking a trip with a profes- 
sional tour guide, there are 
no guides at the sites to 
help you climb the rock. 
So, do be careful when 
trudging on the boulders, 
and make sure to befriend 
any roaming goats you see 
along the way! 


*Mondi: what we call our 
Aruban 
wilderness. 
We 
don’t have forests, or des- 
erts, but we do have mon- 
di! 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When 
trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information that 
we think may come in han- 
dy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Emergency services 
Even though most people 
don’t even want to think 
about having to contact 
emergency 
services—es- 
pecially not while on their 
vacation, it is still important 
to know what number to 
dial in case of the unlikely 
event of an accident or se- 
vere incident. 


Police: 100 
Police Tipline: 11141 
Ambulance: 911 
Fire Dept: 115 
Oranjestad: HOH hospital: 
+297-527-4000 
San Nicolas: ImSan: +297- 
527-8833 


Electrical power 
Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 
The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Supermarket hours 
Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. 
Generally 
though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, 
Monday 
through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Taxis 
Prices for taxi fair are set 
by the Department of Pub- 
lic Traffic and are based 
on destination rather than 
mileage. Most taxis can 
take up to five passengers, 
but this may vary depend- 
ing on the vehicle. Taxis are 
pretty much always avail- 
able and you can ever hire 


one for $45 an hour. 


Safety 
Aruba is one of the safest 
islands in the Caribbean, 
and many tourist that visit 
have often told us how 
they feel safe to explore 
the island or walk around 
at night. However, rare in- 
cidents do occurs, so keep 
yourself and your belong- 
ings safe. 
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Aruba Living Today caters for both local and 
foreign market divided into 40 % local buy- 
ers and 60 % foreign buyers. “Our customers 
come from Holland, Belgium, Norway, Ger- 
many, UK, Russia, Latin America, United States 
and Canada. We are widely covered and 
thus provable good with different cultures, 
also we speak four languages.” Besides that, 
Aruba Living Today is open to every budget, 
they have listings for all category buyers. 


As a member of the Aruban Real Estate As- 
sociation, they are listed also on the website 
www.arubalisting.com within a group of 20 of 
the most advanced realtors on the island. 


Aruba Living Today is featured on House Hunt- 
ers, social media, Aruba Living Today and of 
course in Aruba Today’s newspaper.q 


Aruba Living Today 
Tankileendert 291, Aruba 
Tel +297 587 9987 
Fax +297 587 9985 
Cell +297 593 9177 
Mail randolph@livingtoday.aw 


Over a decade in business, Aruba Living Today: 
Offering the so much needed human touch 


NOORD — We are in 2023. It was a wild ride with Covid-19 and we all are aiming for a change of 
routine. We simply want to “live” life again. “It is time for living your dream,” as the quote says at 
Aruba Living Today’s office. “We are fifteen plus years in business, and I am proud to say that all 
our clients stuck with us. We are no part of a big company, we keep it small, personal, and real. 
Because you are not a number, no sales target either and certainly your name is not commis- 
sion. Our responsibility is to make your dream come true,” says owner Randolph Arends. 


From human to human 
If you have decided to buy a house or rent one for vacation in Aruba and you are looking for 
that match, the question now is how to click with a person that offers a personal touch? One 
who pays genuine attention and has sincere interest in what you want? 


This different approach to real estate is what sets Aruba Living Today apart, and the reason 
Randolph calls himself a property mediator instead of a real estate broker. “The personal touch 
is essential to me. I am stepping aside of the image that real estate brokers are only in for the 
commission. This image does not fit me at all, I am in for my passion, and I can only do this from 
the heart.” 


One stop shopping point 
Services offered by Aruba Living Today are House and Land Sales, Rentals, Investments, Prop- 
erty Management, Vacation Rental, Mortgages, Insurances, Maintenance, Assist in Arrange- 
ments for Notary and Utilities, Guiding Bureaucracy Process and Assisting in Import of Furniture. 
Randolph and his business partner Eladio Max Maduro. Born in Aruba, he was raised in the Neth- 
erlands. Max was Corporal mandatory in the Dutch Army/Genie der Landmacht. 
He also studied financial administration in the Netherlands, and has a degree in Dutch insur- 
ance law. Max has 40 years work experience in all kind of insurance, specialized liability and 
pension law. In the past, he worked for local and international insurance brokers companies. 


As per March 1st 2023, he is working as a commercial partner at Aruba Living Today. 


You are welcome to meet in person 
Aruba Living Today houses in an authentic Aruban house, welcoming you in a warm ambiance 
that emphasizes the philosophy of connecting. Candles, Buddha ornaments and a homey set- 
ting form the décor for you to sit and talk about your dream house or investment. “My goal was 
to do real estate in a different way when I established this company June 1st 2009. Not from the 
perspective of only selling, but to look for the perfect match between dream house and client. 
My philosophy is: it will only work when all involved are happy and connected by that personal 
touch.” 
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor 


At the south east coast of the island, 
standing alone on a windswept 
and barren land stands a popular 
Aruba landmark – a large anchor. 
It overlooks the sea just beyond, 
watching over the shipping lanes. 
It stands there in memory and in 
honor of all seamen who have lost 
their life at sea. 


Where to Find the Anchor? 
The anchor is a “must see” land- 
mark when you visit Aruba. It is 
among the most photographed 
historical landmarks for the island. 
You want to make sure you add 
this stop on your itinerary when 
your visiting the south coast of Aru- 
ba. The bright red anchor against 
the backdrop of the deep blue 
Caribbean sea and the azure blue 
skies, make a great backdrop for 
your vacation pictures. 


The anchor is located at the en- 
trance to Gate 6 to the former 
Lago Colony. It is on the outskirts of 
Seroe Colorado, on the south east 
point of the island at the “T” junc- 
tion to Baby Beach. 
Depending on where you are stay- 
ing on the island, follow the signs 
that indicate the way to Baby 
Beach. Once you reach the T-junc- 
tion, it will be right in front of you. 


About the Anchor 
Size 
It will be hard to miss the anchor, 
it’s huge! The anchor that weighs 
21,772 kilos, is approximately 10 
feet 6 inches wide and 15 feet, 6 
inches tall. 
On the anchor there are some 
numbers. The 4112 and 4115, 
which are believed to be the serial 
numbers that refer to the “fluke” or 
horizontal and vertical parts of the 
anchor, respectively. The number 
21772K refers to the weight of the 
anchor in kilos. 
This type of anchor was manufac- 
tured by Hoesch Dortmund Horde, 
at a foundry located in Germany. 


Where did the Anchor Come 
From? 
There are a number of stories as 
to the origins of the anchor, which 
one do you think it was? (Unfortu- 


nately the mystery has never been 
solved, so your imagination can 
pick which one you think it might 
be!) 


Story 1: 
“According to Mr. Manuel M. Cu- 
riel, an ex-Lago Tug Captain, a fully 
laden VLCC (Very Large Crude 
Carrier) was seeking a mooring 
at the 15-mile anchorage, known 
as Bara, on the southern part of 
the island. This is the usual shallow 
mooring location for ships await- 
ing orders, etc. The weather was 
rough with strong current. The nor- 
mal procedure is that they would 
walk out three shackles (about 90 
feet) until the anchor touches the 
bottom while the chain must rest 
on the bottom. Subsequently, they 
will walk out some extra shackles 
and when the ship starts to swing 
or lean on one side, the anchor is 
properly set. Because of the rough 
weather, unfortunately they did 
not get the time to walk out the 
extra tackles and because of the 
tension exerted on the winch, it 
broke, and they lost the anchor 
and its chain.“ 


Story 2: 
“Mr. Curiel also said that at one 
time a small tanker with a Korean 
crew, while lifting their anchor also 
lifted another anchor near the in- 
ner harbor. When the ship asked 
for assistance, he went with his tug- 
boat along with a barge, to help. 
But eventually they had to cut the 
chain and let the anchor go to the 
bottom because they could not 
untangle them. ” 


How Did The Anchor Become a 
Landmark? 
Sometime between 1980 and 1985, 
three gentlemen (Mr. Wim Marti- 
nus – the Harbormaster of Aruba; 
Mr. August Genser – the ex-Division 
Superintendent of Lago’s Labora- 
tory; and Mr. Willie Davis – Owner 
of Filtec at Zeewijk in San Nicolas), 
were having a conversation with 
Mr. Charlie Brouns Jr. at his famous 
Charlie’s Bar and Restaurant in 
San Nicolas. Charlie, who was a 
visionary and had dreams for de- 
veloping the San Nicolas area, told 


these gentlemen that he would 
like to come up with something in- 
novative for the San Nicolas area 
to draw tourism to the area. 


The “anchor”, which at that time 
was being stored at the Oranjes- 
tad harbor, was suggested as an 
option. Charlie liked the idea! He 
then contacted the President of 
Lago for permission to acquire the 
anchor. He was granted permis- 
sion and the anchor was then re- 
located to its present location and 
dedicated “To All Seamen” on the 
occasion of the closing of the Lago 
Oil Refinery on March 31, 1985. 


Through the Years 
Through the years the Anchor was 
slowly weathering from the wind 
and salt. As time passed, sadly the 
origin and purpose of the anchor 
slowly faded away from people’s 
memories. 


After Charles Brouns Jr died on Sep- 
tember 15, 2004, his friend Mr. Sam 
Speziale, 
requested 
assistance 
from the management of Valero 
Aruba Refinery to help maintain the 
monument. The Valero Aruba Re- 
finery, graciously sandblasted and 


painted the anchor and poured a 
concrete pad around it. On April 
17, 2005, the anchor monument 
was rededicated “To All Seamen” 
in a formal ceremony in memory of 
Charles Brouns Jr. 


Today, the anchor stands both as 
memorial to all seaman who have 
lost their lives at sea, but also as a 
silent reminder that Seroe Colora- 
do is part of San Nicolas and that 
San Nicolas is still a vibrant and im- 
portant part of the island of Aruba. 


The Best Time to Visit 
When your planning your visit to 
the south end of the island, you will 
want to include in your itinerary the 
many things to see and do there. 
The anchor will be just one of these 
stops, (keep an eye out for our fu- 
ture editions, we publish our rec- 
ommendations!). 


With that being said, I have to say, 
if you enjoy catching a sunrise, the 
anchor is one of the best places on 
the island to catch the sunrise. But 
in reality, anytime is a good time to 
visit, depending on your personal 
schedule. 


The Red Anchor situated at the entrance of former Lago Colony in San Nicolas 
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The Aruban way of life since 1678 


Episode 23 


From a previous episode, 
a relevant passage in the 
1678 Dutch version of Ex- 
quemeli’s 
vicissitudes, 
it 
appears that in his time 
Spanish was still spoken 
here. Next to nothing has 
been published about the 
origin of Papiamento, but it 
is assumed that this mixed 
language originated with 
the arrival of the Castilians, 
mainly because of the bro- 
ken Spanish natives from 
Aruba 
where 
combined 
with their own. 


The next influx of Africans 
also made it more acces- 
sible for those higher on the 
socially scale, since Aruban 
natives where employed in 


the beginning and where 
who directed the first Afri- 
cans in the broken Spanish 
they talked. Father Scha- 
bel, himself an excellent 
speaker of Spanish, says 
that in his time, after 1704, 
broken or corrupted Span- 
ish was also heard on Cu- 
racao. This was probably of 
the more and more influx of 
Aruban natives speaking a 
mix of Spanish and Arawak. 
Already before this date it 
was made a requirement 
for outgoing ministers to 
speak Spanish in order to 
be able to work successful- 
ly among the Amerindians 
of Aruba. As the number of 
Africans increased, the lan- 
guage of the natives were 


rapidlyadopted 
by 
the 
Portuguese speaking Jews 
and their slaves. 


This is how Papiamento 
got a support and starts to 
develop in what it has be- 
come today. The European 
families coming to Cura- 
cao already spoke Papia- 
mento after one genera- 
tion, the younger members 
being brought up by native 
Jaja`s ornany`s had its influ- 
enceon their lexicon. The 
few Europeans and their 


slaves coming to Aruba 
brought new words to the 
Aruban Papiamento. The 
vicinityofthe continent and 
family ties,kept the more 
distinctive 
Spanish 
Am- 
erindian elements to the 
Aruban Papiamento. After 
1816 the number of those 
speaking Papiamento rap- 
idly went up, the Indians 
themselves dying out, or 
marryinginto the non-Ar- 
awak speakers of Papia- 
mento and adopting this 
idiom as their own. 


First class Island 
On 20 September 1674 the 
second West India Com- 
pany took over the pos- 
sessions of the old one. 
Aruba, too, came to the 
new Company as a “de- 
pendency” of Curacao. 
For the history of the island 
this change would be of no 
significance if this second 
company had not divided 
the islands mentioned in its 
charter into two classes. 


To the first class belonged 
the islands which had in 


actual fact been occupied 
by its predecessor, among 
which were Curacao, Bo- 
naire, and Aruba. The sec- 
ond class comprised all 
other coasts and regions 
referred to in the 1621 char- 
ter, among whose number 
were also St.Eustatius, Saba, 
and St.Martin, and all other 
Caribbean islands. The new 
company only possessed a 
monopoly to carry on trade 
with the first class territories, 
those of the second class 
being open to all Dutch 
ships against payments of 
the dues conceded to the 
Company in the charter. 
Practically this division into 


classes did not affect Aru- 
ba’s position. The second 
West India Company, too, 
left the island to its own re- 
sources. Undefended it lay 
open to every attacker. 


Freebooters on Aruba 
Buccaneers 
and 
smug- 
glers from time to time 
brought some change to 
the quiet life of Aruba’s 
two hundred odd inhabit- 
ants. 
Horse-breedingfrom 
Spanish times, was contin- 
ued by the Company. The 
animals formed one of the 
attractions luring on French 


and English privateers; Bo- 
naire and Curacao, where 
horses were bred as well-on 
Bonaire at least as many as 
on Aruba-were garrisoned. 


The 
attack 
supposed 
to have been made by 
French filibusters at the be- 
ginning of the seventeenth 
century, so at about the 
same time when the first 
Dutchmen 
came 
here, 
cannot be historically prov- 
en. 
Traditions, 
however, 
preserve the memory of a 
fight between the Aruban 
Indians and the French pri- 
vateers on the spot alleged 
to have been named Rooi 
Frances in commemora- 
tion of this event. When 
in the years after 1824the 
Rev.Bosch paid his visits to 
Aruba the collector Croes 
showed him a cave in 
which the bones and skulls 
of the Indians were still lying 
about. Croes told the min- 
ister that he had already 
twice been in the cave, first 
about 1800, when the skel- 
etons were still intact. 


Later he had conducted 
Father 
Jacobus 
Schinck 
O.F.M. 
there. 
This 
must 
consequently have been 
before 1809, for after this 
date Father Schinck paid 
no more visits to Aruba. 
He “had the odd fancy to 
wrench the teeth from the 
jaw-bones, and to take 
them with him in a little 
bag”. Through this proce- 
dure the skeletons had 
been moved and fallen 
asunder. A.J. van Kool- 
wijk as late as 1880 also 
saw here “half-decayed 
bones” of grown-ups and 
children some 8 or 10 per- 
sons in all. 


Source; Island Insight col- 
umn by Etnia Nativa. 
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Did you know about...? 
The history and meaning of the Aruban florin 


(Oranjestad)—Aruba Today is proud to officially introduce a new seg- 
ment called Did you know about…?, where we dive into some (historical) 
facts of Aruba, its culture and way of living. In this first edition, we look 
back at the Aruban florin: its history, design and symbolism. 


In Aruba, we know the 5, 10, 25 and 50 cent coins, along with the 1 and 
5 Florin coin. Aruban Florin bills include the 10, 25, 50, 100, and rarely, 
the 200 bills. In Papiamento we call our currency Florin, but the umbrella 
term for money is placa. Cents are called cen (pronounced: seng), both 
in the singular and plural form. Most coins are circular and their size de- 
pend on their worth. However, the 50 cent coin is easily recognizable by 
their square shape, as is the 5 Florin coin by their golden color. Every coin 
has the Aruban emblem carved on it, with the other side displaying the 
worth of the coin. The bigger 1 and 5 florin coins, however, contain the 
carving of the emblem on one side, while displaying the side profile of 
the Dutch king, Willem-Alexander, on the other side. When his mother, 
Princess Beatrix, was reigning queen, it was her profile that was carved 
on the two coins. 


Outdated Aruban coins and their names 
In the past, Aruban coins had distinctive names and also varied in worth. 
For example, a 5-cent coin was once called Dos placa; 10-cent coins 
were called debchi; 25-cent coins were called diez placa and the 50- 
cent coin was once called Yotin (pronounced: jo-teen). We also used a 
distinctive coins worth 2 ½ cents, called placa too. However, this last coin 
is no longer in use and has become a relic of Aruban money. Back then, 
the 5-Florin coin used to also be square, but now it is circular. 


Aruban bills: their design and symbolism 
The Aruban Florin collection contains a variation of colorful bills, display- 
ing incredibly detailed and beautiful designs that tell the story of Aruba 
on a single piece of paper. 


Prior to 2019, the Aruban Florin bills were relatively simpler in design com- 
pared to now, but still included beautiful designs and colors, often de- 
picting local animals. These past designs were made by the Aruban artist 
Everino Fingal in 1990 up to 2019. Between 1990 and 1993, the 5 Florin 
coin was a bill. The Fingal designs also included a 500-Florin bill, which has 
now been discontinued. 


In 2019, the Central Bank of Aruba commissioned a new design of the 
Aruba Florin bills, this time selecting artist and former art teacher, Nigel 
Matthew, to present his new design. Matthew kept the tradition of in- 
cluding local animals and the familiar colors on the bills. However, he 
included additional designs that represent the Aruban culture and link 
to the Indigenous inhabitants that were the first to set foot on the island. 


Current design and symbolism 
10 florin 
On the 10-florin bill, you can see a Turtuga blanco (white turtle). The blue 
color symbolizes the blue Caribbean Sea. You can also see the ruins of 
the Bushiribana Gold Mill Ruins, a coral motif, and the symbols of Cas Flo- 
ria (traditional Aruban house design) with a piece of mosaic. 


25 florin 
On this orange bill, you can see an Aruban medicinal plant called Sho- 
shoro. The birds Trupiaal, Shoco, rock drawings, and the symbols of Cas 
Floria with a piece of mosaic are also depicted. There is also a Purun di 
ceramica (clay pot), in reference to the relics left behind by our indig- 
enous ancestors. 


50 florin 
On this bill, we see the Cododo (blue lizard found on the ABC islands), 
Cangreu di tera (land crab), Willem III Tower, and again the symbols of 
Cas Floria with a piece of mosaic, as well as a beach plant called Ba- 
nana di rif. The colors are pink/purple. 


100 florin 
This bill is green in color, representing nature. Here we see the Yuwa- 
na (Iguana), Aloe, Toteki (lizard), the symbols of Cas Floria with a piece 
of mosaic, and a dance group performing the Baile di cinta (forkloric 
dance with silk ribbons). 


200 florin 
There is another bill with a value of 200 dollars. The brown color symbolizes 
the earth of Aruba. Here we see the Dornasol and the Warawara—both 
local birds, along with the symbols of Cas Floria with a piece of mosaic, 
the Tuna cactus plant, and the Caha di orgel (folkloric instrument, used 
for many traditional songs). 


Extra fact: 
the word “florin” supposedly is named after the Italian city of Florence or 
it’s a reference to the Italian word “florino”, both explanations related to 
historical Italian currencies. 


Source: Placa, placa, placa by the National Library of Aruba 
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IRS says it collected $38M from more than 175 high-income tax 
delinquents 


By FATIMA HUSSEIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
IRS is showcasing its new 
capability to aggressive- 
ly audit high-income tax 
dodgers as it makes the 
case for sustained funding 
and tries to avert budget 
cuts sought by Republicans 
who want to gut the agen- 
cy. 
IRS leaders said they col- 
lected $38 million in delin- 
quent taxes from more than 
175 high-income taxpayers 
in the past few months. 
In one case, an individual 
had used money owed to 
the government to buy a 
Maserati and a Bentley, 
and roughly 100 high-in- 
come people tried to get 
favorable tax treatment 
through Puerto Rico with- 
out meeting certain tax re- 
quirements. Many of those 
cases are expected to 
face criminal investigation. 
“It just shows you how much 
money is out there in delin- 
quent taxes, and there are 
so many more cases for 
us to tackle,” said new IRS 
Commissioner Daniel Wer- 
fel, just four months into the 
job. “There’s just a signifi- 
cant opportunity there.” 
No comparable figures ex- 


ist for how those high-dollar 
tax collections compared 
with previous years, said 
Jodie Reynolds, speaking 
for the agency. Rather, the 
new data reflect an initia- 
tive that started after the 
agency received a new 
funding 
stream 
through 
the Inflation Reduction Act 
passed in August by Demo- 
crats. 
The new data collection “is 
an example of work we ex- 
pect to continue to focus 
on with IRA funding,” she 
said. 
Werfel, in a call with report- 
ers on Thursday, also cited 
the federal tax collector’s 
enhanced ability to iden- 


tify tax delinquents from 
resources provided by the 
Inflation Reduction Act. 
The agency was in line for 
an $80 billion infusion under 
the law but that money is 
vulnerable to potential cut- 
backs. 
House 
Republicans 
built 
a $1.4 billion reduction to 
the IRS into the debt ceiling 
and budget cuts package 
passed by Congress this 
summer. The White House 
said the debt deal also has 
a separate agreement to 
take $20 billion from the IRS 
over the next two years and 
divert that money to other 
non-defense programs. 
Now, the agency is trying 


to show the value of the In- 
flation Reduction Act fund- 
ing for taxpayers as appro- 
priations season closes in, 
and to show the impact of 
its efforts to do more to au- 
dit high-income taxpayers. 
Last summer Treasury Sec- 
retary Janet Yellen gave 
the IRS leadership instruc- 
tions not to increase audit 
rates on people making 
less than $400,000 a year 
annually, and to focus on 
high-income taxpayers. 
A team of academic econ- 
omists and IRS researchers 
in 2021 found that the top 
1% of U.S. income earners 
fail to report more than 20% 
of their earnings to the IRS. 
The IRS said its workers 
answered 3 million more 
phone calls than in the 
last filing season, cut wait 
times to 3 minutes from 28 
and cleared the backlog 
of unprocessed 2022 tax re- 
turns that had no errors. It is 
opening new taxpayer as- 
sistance centers and hold- 
ing events to help people 
who live far from the agen- 
cy’s in-person offices. 
“The mixed results here 
of 
some 
taxpayers, 
still 
frustrated, and some tax- 
payers 
seeing 
dramatic 
improvements tells us we 


have more work to do,” 
Werfel said. 
The IRS’s enforcement staff 
has shrunk by about one- 
third since 2010 and has 
been operating with out- 
dated technology that the 
agency said it is gradually 
automating. 
In April, the agency re- 
leased a report outlining 
how it would spend the 
money 
allotted 
through 
the Inflation Reduction Act, 
such as bringing more pa- 
per-based systems online 
and answering taxpayers’ 
phone calls promptly. 
Other plans are more am- 
bitious, including exploring 
ways to create a govern- 
ment-operated electronic 
free-file tax return system, 
which is currently being pi- 
loted. 
The idea of providing addi- 
tional money for the agen- 
cy has been politically con- 
troversial since 2013, when 
the IRS under the Obama 
administration was found 
to scrutinize political groups 
that applied for tax-exempt 
status. 
A 
Treasury 
Department 
inspector general report 
found that both conser- 
vative and liberal groups 
were chosen for scrutiny.q 


The exterior of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) building in 
Washington on March 22, 2013. 
Associated Press 


Musk says Twitter is losing cash because advertising is down 


By The Associated Press 
Elon Musk says Twitter is still 
losing cash because adver- 
tising has dropped by half. 
In a reply to a tweet offer- 
ing business advice, Musk 


tweeted Saturday, “We’re 
still negative cash flow, due 
to (about a) 50% drop in 
advertising revenue plus 
heavy debt load.” 
“Need to reach positive 


cash flow before we have 
the luxury of anything else,” 
he concluded. 
Ever since he took over 
Twitter in a $44 billion deal 
last fall, Musk has tried to 
reassure advertisers who 
were concerned about the 
ouster of top executives, 
widespread 
layoffs 
and 
a different approach to 
content moderation. Some 


high-profile users who had 
been banned were al- 
lowed back on the site. 
In April, Musk said most of 
the advertisers who left had 
returned and that the com- 
pany might become cash- 
flow positive in the second 
quarter. 
In May, he hired a new 
CEO, Linda Yaccarino, an 
NBCUniversal 
executive 


with deep ties to the adver- 
tising industry. 
But since then, Twitter has 
upset some users by impos- 
ing new limits on how many 
tweets they can view in a 
day, and some users com- 
plained that they were 
locked out of the site. Musk 
said the restrictions were 
needed to prevent unau- 
thorized scraping of poten- 
tially valuable data. 
Twitter got a new com- 
petitor this month when 
Facebook 
owner 
Meta 
launched a text-focused 
app, Threads, and gained 
tens of millions of sign-ups 
in a few days. Twitter re- 
sponded by threatening 
legal action.q 


A Twitter app icon on a mobile phone is displayed April 26, 
2017, in Philadelphia. 
Associated Press 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle: Tel. 586 8181 
Aloe : Tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 
Brazil wants 10-year pause on deep sea mining 


By DÁNICA COTO Associ- 
ated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— Brazil on Friday urged 
a 10-year precautionary 
pause on deep sea mining 
in international waters just 
days after companies and 
countries were allowed to 
start applying for provision- 
al licenses. 
The call came during a two- 
week conference held by 
the International Seabed 
Authority, a regulatory U.N. 
agency based in Jamaica 
that failed to approve a set 
of rules and regulations to 
govern deep sea mining by 
a July 9 deadline. 
The agency has not issued 
any 
provisional 
licenses, 
nor has it received any ap- 
plications, 
although 
the 
government of Nauru is ex- 
pected to apply soon for a 
license via the Canadian- 
based Metals Co. 
The government of the tiny 
Pacific island said Friday 
that it wants to diversify its 
“limited economic base,” 
but promised it would not 
sponsor an application dur- 
ing the U.N. conference, 
which ends July 21. 
Nauru noted that its “good- 
faith decision” does not 
mean officials are with- 
drawing their plan to pur- 
sue deep sea mining. 
“We’re no longer in a ‘what 
if’ 
scenario, 
but 
‘what 
now’?” said Margo Deiye, 
Nauru’s permanent repre- 
sentative to the Internation- 
al Seabed Authority. 
A growing number of coun- 
tries and companies, in- 
cluding BMW and Volvo, 
support a moratorium on 
deep sea mining, warning 
that 
extracting 
precious 
metals from the deep sea 
that are used in electric car 
batteries and other green 
technology could cause 
environmental damage. 
Brazil’s representative to 
the International Seabed 
Authority, Elza Moreira Mar- 
celino de Castro, said the 
country supports a precau- 
tionary pause for at least a 
decade. 
“Priority must be given to 
the protection of the inter- 
national seabed until con- 
clusive and comprehensive 
studies … are available,” 
she said. 
Scientists have warned that 


deep sea mining could kick 
up dust storms and cause 
light and noise pollution, 
noting that minerals that 
grow at such depths take 
millions of years to form. 
Companies, 
however, 
have said that deep sea 
mining is cheaper and has 
less of an impact than land 
mining, while some coun- 
tries have said it would al- 
low them to grow and di- 
versify their economy. 
On Friday, several council 
members insisted on more 
scientific studies before any 
licenses are awarded. 
“Exploitation must not com- 
mence until it can be guar- 
anteed that there will be 
no loss to biodiversity,” said 
Siddharth Shekhar Yadav, 


Vanuatu’s representative. 
The U.N. agency has is- 
sued more than 30 explora- 
tion licenses, with most of 
the activity focused in the 
Clarion-Clipperton Fracture 
Zone, which covers 1.7 mil- 
lion square miles (4.5 mil- 
lion square kilometers) be- 
tween Hawaii and Mexico. 
Exploration is occurring at 
depths ranging from 13,000 
to 19,000 feet (4,000 to 
6,000 meters). 
The U.N. agency’s 36-mem- 
ber council is working on a 
proposed framework that 
would regulate potential 
deep sea mining, but it’s 
unclear when it would be 
ready. 
“Exploitation in the area 
should not be carried out in 


the absence of rules, regu- 
lations and procedures,” 
Gina Guillén, Costa Rica’s 
representative, said in a 
statement that represent- 
ed the stance of more than 
a dozen countries.q 


Coral on Moore Reef is visible in Gunggandji Sea Country off coast of Queensland in eastern Aus- 
tralia on Nov. 13, 2022. 
Associated Press 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
WIMBLEDON, England (AP) 
— Carlos Alcaraz said he 
wanted another shot at No- 
vak Djokovic. Said it would 
make winning a Wimble- 
don championship more 
special. Well, Alcaraz got 
his chance to face Djokov- 
ic. And he beat him. 
Alcaraz put aside a poor 
start and surged down the 
stretch to end Djokovic’s 
34-match winning streak 
at the All England Club 
by edging him 1-6, 7-6 (6), 
6-1, 3-6, 6-4 in an engag- 
ing, back-and-forth final 
on Sunday, claiming his 
first title at Wimbledon and 
second Grand Slam trophy 
overall. 
The No. 1-ranked Alcaraz 
prevented No. 2 Djokovic 
from collecting what would 
have been a record-tying 
eighth title, and fifth in a 
row, at the grass-court tour- 
nament. Djokovic also was 
kept from earning a 24th 
career major. 
“Playing a final against a 
legend of our sport — for 
me, it’s incredible,” said 
Alcaraz, who was compet- 
ing in just his fourth career 
event on grass. 
“I have to congratulate 
Novak. It’s amazing to play 
against him. What can I 
say about him? It’s unbe- 
lievable. You inspire me a 
lot. I started playing ten- 
nis watching you,” Alcaraz 
said, then joked: “I mean, 
since I was born, you al- 
ready were winning tourna- 
ments.” 
That’s not exactly accurate. 
Still, instead of Djokovic, a 
36-year-old 
from 
Serbia, 
becoming the oldest male 
champion at Wimbledon 
in the Open era, Alcaraz, a 
20-year-old from Spain, be- 
came the third-youngest. 
The age gap between the 
two was the widest in any 
men’s Slam final since 1974. 
So Alcaraz had youth on 
his side, which he also did, 
of course, when they met 
at the French Open last 
month. That one was ex- 
traordinary for two sets be- 
fore Alcaraz cramped up 
and faded. This time, he 
had the stamina and the 
strokes to get past Djokov- 


ic. 
“You never like to lose 
matches like this. I guess 
when all the emotions are 
settled, I have to still be 
very grateful because I 
won many, many tight and 
close matches in the past 
here,” said Djokovic, whose 
last loss at Wimbledon was 
in 2017. 
“I lost to a better player,” 
said Djokovic, who paused 
to wipe away tears, “so I 
have to congratulate him.” 
Alcaraz is faster and capa- 
ble of more power — serves 
topping 130 mph, fore- 
hands topping 100 mph — 
but Djokovic is equipped 
with an abundance of tal- 
ents and so much muscle 
memory. He’s been there, 
and done that, in ways Al- 
caraz, for now, can only 
dream of. 
But if this victory on a windy 
and cloudy day at Centre 
Court, where Djokovic last 
lost in the 2013 final, was 
any indication, Alcaraz is 
on his way to achieving 
quite a bit himself. 
Still, this is all relatively new 
to him: Djokovic’s record 
35th Grand Slam final was 
Alcaraz’s second. 
Yet it was Alcaraz who won 
a 32-point, 25-minute mini- 
masterpiece of a game 
on the way to taking the 
third set. It was Alcaraz who 
was not intimidated when 
Djokovic forced things to a 
fifth set. 
And it was Alcaraz who 


moved out front for good 
by breaking to go up 2-1 in 
the fifth with a backhand 
passing winner. Djokovic, 
who fell during the point 
but quickly popped back 
up, reacted by slamming 
his racket into the net post, 
letting go on impact. He 
destroyed his equipment 
and earned a code viola- 
tion from chair umpire Fer- 
gus Murphy. 
They would play on for an- 
other 24 minutes, bringing 
the total to more than 4 1/2 
hours, but Alcaraz never 
relented, never gave way. 
And it was Alcaraz, not 
Djokovic, who covered his 
face and rolled in the grass 
after the final point, then 
received the gold trophy. 
“What quality in the end of 
the match,” Djokovic told 
Alcaraz during the post- 
match ceremony. “You de- 
serve it, absolutely.” 
Alcaraz possesses a sledge- 
hammer of a forehand, 
one he unleashes in such 
a manner as to make an 
observer 
believe 
every 
ounce of strength, indeed 
every fiber of his being, is 
invested in each swing. The 
smack of the racket, and 
his “Uhhh-ehhh!” exhale of 
exertion — along with the 
gasps of impressed onlook- 
ers — reverberated around 
the arena on Sunday. 
That’s not to say, of course, 
that 
Alcaraz’s 
attributes 
end at that big forehand. 
He is so much more than 


that, displaying as varied 
an all-court game as possi- 
ble, which is why stardom is 
predicted of him. He does 
everything well, including 
well-disguised drop shots 
that helped him get back 
into the thick of it in the sec- 
ond and third sets. 
Djokovic, of course, al- 
ready has achieved great- 
ness, spending more weeks 
at No. 1 than any man or 
woman in the half-century 
history of the computerized 
rankings and accumulat- 
ing those 23 Grand Slam 
triumphs — one more than 
Rafael Nadal and three 
more than Roger Federer, 
the only man with eight 
Wimbledon titles. 
So 
often 
on 
Sunday, 
Djokovic would hustle and 
stretch and slide nearly into 
the splits to get Alcaraz’s 
apparent 
point-ending 
shots back over the net in 
ways no one else could. 
Things 
began 
to 
shift, 
though, at 4-all in the sec- 
ond set. Djokovic slipped 
on a worn patch behind 
the baseline under the 
Royal Box, flinging his rack- 
et away as he fell. At the 
next changeover, Djokovic 
flexed one leg by bend- 
ing it over the other. Before 
heading back on court to 
resume play, he plopped 
his left heel on the net for 
additional stretching. Soon, 
his legs were not providing 
quite the same coverage 
they had been, the force of 


his forehand was reduced. 
They would head to a tie- 
breaker, Djokovic’s domin- 
ion: He had won all six such 
set-enders he played at 
Wimbledon leading up to 
the final, and 15 straight in 
Grand Slam action, dating 
to the Australian Open. 
This time, Djokovic had a 
set point while ahead 6-5 
in the tiebreaker, sparking 
the day’s first chants of his 
two-syllable nickname from 
his backers: “No-le! No-le!” 
But he put a backhand into 
the net to make it 6-all, and 
as the players switched 
sides, a competing cho- 
rus of “Car-los! Car-los!” 
emerged. 
Another 
backhand 
into 
the net from Djokovic put 
Alcaraz within a point of 
the set. He converted by 
striking a backhand pass- 
ing winner off the return 
of a 118 mph serve, then 
held the pose of his follow- 
through. As people in the 
stands rose to roar, Alcaraz 
spun around with his right 
hand to his ear, soaking in 
the moment. 
Two hours and two sets in. 
One set each. 
Now it was a match. 
Now this began to feel 
memorable. 
The fifth game of the third 
set might have been worth 
the high price of admission, 
in and of itself. Neither man 
wanted to bend. Neither 
wanted to cede a thing. 
It was one game, yes, but 
it felt far more meaningful 
than that. 
When Djokovic slapped a 
forehand into net to give 
Alcaraz a break — one of 
five in the match, more 
than the three combined 
that 
Djokovic’s 
previous 
six opponents managed 
across 103 service games 
over the past two weeks 
— and a 4-1 edge in the 
set, the Spaniard threw his 
head back and screamed, 
“Vamos!” 
Djokovic headed to the 
locker room with a white 
equipment bag slung over 
his right shoulder. . He’s 
used these sorts of intermis- 
sions to gather himself and 
shift momentum and, sure 
enough, he pushed this ter- 
rific match to a fifth set. q 
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Alcaraz beats Djokovic in 5 sets to win Wimbledon for his second 
major 


Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz speaks after beating Serbia’s Novak Djokovic in the men’s singles final on 
day fourteen of the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Sunday, July 16, 2023. 
Associated Press 


SAINT-GERVAIS 
MONT- 
BLANC, France (AP) — With 
just one week of racing left 
in the Tour de France, the 
duel for the ages between 
Jonas 
Vingegaard 
and 
Tadej Pogacar could still go 
either way. 
Vingegaard 
kept 
intact 
his 10-second overall lead 
over the two-time cham- 
pion on Sunday as Dutch 
veteran Wout Poels soloed 
to victory after a tough trek 
in the Alps with a mountain- 
top finish. 
The 35-year-old Poels, who 
was part of an early break- 
away in Sunday’s 179-ki- 
lometer 
(111-mile) 
15th 
stage, took advantage of 
a short but very steep as- 
cent located just before 
the final 7-kilometer (4-mile) 
climb leading to the finish 
line to move away. 
Wout van Aert, a key team- 
mate of Vingegaard, fin- 
ished second, more than 
two minutes behind, with 
Mathieu Burgaudeau com- 
pleting the stage podium. 
Locked 
in 
a 
pulsating 
fight for the yellow jersey 
since the start of the race, 
Vingegaard 
and 
Poga- 
car once again stayed to- 
gether and kept an eye on 
each other throughout the 
day in the group of main 
contenders. 
The two riders have been 
a cut above the rest of 
the field over the last two 
weeks — third-place Carlos 
Rodriguez lags 5 minutes, 
21 seconds behind — and 
again proved to be the 
strongest of all main con- 
tenders ahead of Mon- 
day’s second rest day. 
Pogacar 
tried 
to 
sprint 
away from his rival 900 
meters from the line but 
Vingegaard, the defend- 
ing champion, immediate- 
ly jumped on his wheel and 
did not lose any time. Their 
duel will resume in Tues- 
day’s time trial. 
“I felt that Jonas was su- 
per good and I knew that 
I couldn’t really drop him,” 
Pogacar said. “The climb 
was too easy. I know the 
time trial pretty good. I 
hope it suits me pretty well.” 
After the time trial, the pair 
will have two more moun- 
tain stages to settle their 
exciting rivalry before the 
race concludes in Paris 


next Sunday. 
For Poels, it had been a 
long wait before he finally 
claimed a first stage win at 


the Tour de France, after 
serving for years as a so- 
called super domestique 
in support of the leaders of 


the mighty Team Sky and 
Ineos. He joined the Bah- 
rain Victorious team at the 
end of the 2019 season. 
“I really love this moment. 
I always dreamt of win- 
ning a stage in the Tour de 
France,” Poels said. “I really 
enjoyed my time with Team 
Sky. It was an incredible ex- 
perience, but yet I never 
could fight for stage win.” 
It was the second stage 
win for Bahrain-Victorious, 
which has been mourn- 
ing the loss of Gino Mäder, 
who died last month from 
injuries suffered in a crash 
at the Tour de Suisse. 
“Obviously, with Gino, it has 
a special meaning,” Poels 
added. 
A day after a mass crash 
forced several riders out 
of the race, there was an- 
other huge pile-up after 52 
kilometers of racing when 


a spectator on the side 
of the road inadvertently 
touched American rider 
Sepp Kuss — a key team- 
mate of Vingegaard — 
and sent him to the ground. 
Jumbo-Visma said Dylan 
van Baarle and Nathan van 
Hooydonck were among 
those who hit the tarmac. 
Vingegaard 
was 
riding 
close to his teammates but 
escaped unscathed. 
“There was a narrowing 
in a town, just a spectator 
was out in the road and just 
clipped my handlebar,” 
Kuss said. “Luckily I’m okay, 
I think. I hope that the other 
guys in the crash are alright. 
It’s not ideal.” 
Riders went back on their 
bikes and returned to the 
main bunch before the first 
big climb of the day, the 
Col de La Forclaz. q 
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Poels soloes to victory in 15th stageat Tour de France 


Denmark’s Jonas Vingegaard, wearing the overall leader’s yel- 
low jersey, Slovenia’s Tadej Pogacar, wearing the best young 
rider’s white jersey, sprint towards the finish line of the fifteenth 
stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 179 kilometers 
(111 miles) with start in Les Gets Les Portes du Soleil and finish in 
Saint-Gervais Mont-Blanc, France, Sunday, July 16, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Palm Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 


You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 


great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together." 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


